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CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, November 5, 2012 

 

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, 

Missouri was held on Monday, November 5, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall 

Council Chambers, at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  Present were Mayor James J. 

Beck, Council Members Ed Notter, Camille Greenwald, Gina Mitten, Rick 

Vilcek, Michael Jones, Rob Jacknewitz, Connie Williams and Matt Casey.  Also 

present were Amy Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Rededication of Veteran’s Memorial Plaque 

 

Mayor Beck announced that Sunday, November 11, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. at The 

Heights Community Center would be the day for the rededication of the City’s 

World War I Memorial Plaque which had been missing and since returned to the 

City and refurbished.  Mayor Beck invited everyone to attend, stating 

participation by veterans and others will make this an important event.  

 

Mayor Beck stated updated information on the proposed Veteran’s Memorial 

Centennial project will also be given at the ceremony. 

 

Vandalism/spray painting of graffiti 

 

Mayor Beck stated the recent publicity about vandalism committed in Richmond 

Heights by an individual was not a hate crime; just a single disturbed individual 

that chose random locations to spray paint graffiti on several walls and fences.  

Mayor Beck stated the person was in custody. 

 

Election Day, November 6, 2012 

 

Mayor Beck reminded everyone to go to the Polls Tuesday to vote in our 

Country’s national election.   

 

Mr. Jones thanked the VFW organization for the recent Trivia Night. Mr. Jones 

stated that our City Attorney, Fire Chief and three Council members had taken 

part in the Trivia Night as well as a large group of city residents. 

 

District 2 Meeting 

 

Mr. Jones stated District 2 will hold their next meeting on Saturday, November 10 

at The Heights at 10:00 a.m. 



2 

 

Veteran’s Memorial Project 

 

Mr. Jones stated that the November 11 rededication ceremony at The Heights that 

the Mayor mentioned will be the official start of the Veteran’s Memorial project 

and he hoped all could attend the event. 

 

Centennial Project 

 

Mr. Jones stated there will be a Centennial Project meeting at The Heights on 

November 15 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss further plans for centennial celebrations and 

to get citizen input and volunteers for the City’s year-long celebration.  Mr. Jones 

stated the city’s official kick-off will be December 10 at The Heights at 7:00 p.m. 

so mark your calendar now. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

None.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

October 15, 2012 

Regular Meeting 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion for the approval of the 

minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 15, 2012.  Carried unanimously. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Veteran’s Day Celebration-November 11, 2012 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated refreshments at the rededication plaque ceremony will be 

served beginning at 12:00 p.m., with the ceremony beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Menard’s Hanley Redevelopment Area Update 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that Menard’s deadline to move forward with the project is 

November 20 so we will talk more about details next meeting, but stated she 

wanted to report that Menard Inc. is making great progress with the property 

owners and report they are optimistic that this project is moving forward. 

 

Property owners outside Menard’s area 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that inspectors have been observing exterior conditions of 

properties outside of the Menard’s project area where no redevelopment project is 

currently being considered and have been making some contact with some of the 

property owners who have been asking questions about what is next.  Ms. 
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Hamilton noted they would be doing more of that in the months to come.  Ms. 

Hamilton stated residents in the area had been sent a letter acknowledging the 

City would be doing these exterior inspections and will give the property owners 

notice of violations they find, giving them ample time to make corrections. 

 

Sales Tax Pooling 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the City had received a letter from the City of Fenton 

regarding issues around the sales tax sharing in St. Louis County.  Ms. Hamilton 

stated there had been recent legislative discussions in the 2012 State House and 

Senate about possible changes on this issue.  Ms. Hamilton stated that Fenton is 

asking for the City’s participation in hiring a lobbyist to work on behalf of the 

“A” cities, those of us who are sales tax revenue generators and share a portion of 

their sales tax revenue. 

 

Ms. Hamilton introduced St. Louis County Municipal League Executive Director, 

Tim Fischesser to speak to the Council on the subject. 

 

Mr. Fischesser stated during the recent legislative session there had been 

discussion regarding the sales tax pooling; some legislators supporting the sharing 

of less revenue amongst the County’s municipalities, some wanting more sharing 

and others wanting to end all sharing.   

 

Mr. Fischesser stated that prior to the 1970’s, cities supported themselves with 

property taxes, and sales tax revenue did not exist until sales tax laws were 

permitted.  Mr. Fischesser stated that cities with more stores had the opportunity 

to generate more revenue than those cities with less retail.  In the early 1990’s the 

St. Louis County Executive thought the cities with a lot of stores should share 

some of that revenue with the pool cities that do not have a lot of revenue and 

consequently more sales tax impositions came about to help offset the sharing 

policies.   

 

Mr. Fischesser stated the City of Chesterfield for example, who originally was 

without a lot of retail, was a member of the Pool who received some of the shared 

tax revenue and now wanted to get out of the Pool so they could enjoy their own 

retail tax revenue which had increased due to the new large numbers of retail 

stores they now have.  Chesterfield is frustrated as they cannot leave this Pool so 

they are seeking some changes to allow it to leave the Pool.  The City of Fenton is 

also interested in wanting to share less of their tax revenue to the Pool cities, 

citing loss of revenue from the Chrysler plant closing and other factors.  Mr. 

Fischesser stated smaller cities of course are concerned that any changes or 

elimination of the Pool would hurt their cities irreparably.  

 

Mr. Fischesser stated the Municipal League had studied this issue, with the 

League membership recommending a policy that would retain the current one-

cent sales tax law with exception for the annexation adjustment and end the 
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sharing of the ¼ cent general revenue sales tax so that all cities levying their own 

tax would receive revenue on a point-of-sale basis.  That way those cities, like 

Chesterfield, who would like to grow their own “pieces of the pie” could ask their 

own voters to approve that ¼ cent tax to increase their own revenue and not 

tamper with the way the revenue is shared.  

 

Mr. Fischesser stated that some of the smaller “B” cities who were afraid of some 

of the legislative discussion had retained a lobbyist to monitor legislation 

introduced, and noted if the City is interested in Fenton’s proposal, hiring a 

lobbyist to monitor the situation might be helpful. 

 

Mr. Fischesser stated that no Bill had been introduced to the Senate and no Bill 

has come out of committee.  Mr. Fischesser stated that he would be surprised if 

something does come up from this issue in the Senate especially, as they generally 

represent larger areas that might have more retail and would want to see that the 

“A” cities retain more money, while the House representatives might have more 

interest in considering a change as their constituents might represent more of the 

“B” cities.   

 

Mayor Beck indicated that they had not responded to Fenton regarding their 

request and asked the Council to study the information.  Mayor Beck stated that 

both the “A” & “B” cities and others had been well represented in the League 

discussions on the subject and recognized the hardship some “B” cities might 

have if we don’t share.  Mayor Beck stated that a proposed 100% sharing pool 

would be a detriment to our City so he hoped the Council could discuss at a later 

time. 

 

Mr. Notter asked the question that other than being charitable, what incentive 

does the City have to give our money away to “B” cities? 

 

Mayor Beck stated that with the ¼ cent we already have, our sharing makes it 

close to neutral and without that revenue some municipalities would fail and 

services would fail as well making it expensive to fix.  Mayor Beck stated that 

combining municipalities has always been a point of contention and not 

successful with voters. 

 

Mr.Vilcek stated he objects to cities who collect casino revenue, yet continue to 

collect revenue as part of the “B” city Pool. 

 

Mayor Beck stated the League did not go into this part of tax sharing as it brought 

more to an already complicated issue. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the sales tax revenue issue with Maryland Heights was put 

aside as an issue as it would also bring up St. Charles’ casinos and St. Louis 

City’s casinos who don’t share either and it just ads more layers to the issue. 

 



5 

 

Mayor Beck stated the request by Fenton for contributing to the hiring of a 

lobbyist is not particularly too much money, the question was did we want to get 

more involved and would we benefit by having some monitoring on the issue 

should the legislature get further along with this issue. 

 

Mayor Beck stated that also was a concern that there are more “B” cities than “A” 

cities, whose representation in the State Legislature may have more interest in 

doing what their voters want and may not be exactly what the “A” cities want or 

need.   

 

Mayor Beck suggested that the Council review the materials and take a vote at the 

next meeting if they want to participate with a lobbyist. 

 

Ms. Greenwald stated she thought the amount of total money suggested by the 

City of Fenton seems a lot and hoped that by just monitoring the situation at the 

legislative level, our costs for this lobbyist might be less. 

 

Mayor Beck stated that maybe this point could be looked into and perhaps we 

provide more information at the next meeting. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Heinz stated that Bill No. 5359 regarding disturbance of funeral and burial 

services is a result of court case that was upheld that legislation could be enacted.  

Mr. Heinz stated it was designed in light of extremists interrupting funeral 

services, especially military affairs, etc. 

 

Mr. Heinz encouraged all to attend the Veteran’s Day rededication event on this 

Sunday honoring the WWI Veterans of the City.  Mr. Heinz stated there would 

also be a cannon salute at the ceremony and encouraged families to attend. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

None. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5359; first reading 

Amends the Municipal code by adding 

Section 215.375 regarding disturbance of  

funeral and burial services. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill 

No. 5359.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5359 was presented and read. 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4788, THE MUNICIPAL 

CODE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS MISSOURI, ADDING 

SECTION 215.375 TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES REGARDING 

DISTURBANCE OF FUNERAL AND BURIAL SERVICES. 

 

Bill No. 5359 was laid over to the next meeting. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution No. 12-22 

Supports City of Brentwood’s application for 

grant funds to improve a Brentwood public park. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion of approval for the reading 

of Resolution No. 12-22.  Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 12-22 was 

presented and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND 

HEIGHTS SUPPORTING THE APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDS BY THE 

CITY OF BRENTWOOD, MISSOURI TO IMPROVE A PUBLIC PARK IN 

THE CITY OF BRENTWOOD, MISSOURI. 

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 12-22. Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Mayor Beck declared Resolution NO. 12-22, approved. 

 

Resolution No. 12-23 

Supports City of Maplewood’s application for 

grant funds to improve a Maplewood public park. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion of approval for the 

reading of Resolution No. 12-23.  Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 12-23 

was presented and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND 

HEIGHTS SUPPORTING THE APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDS BY THE 

CITY OF MAPLEWOOD, MISSOURI TO IMPROVE A PUBLIC PARK IN 

THE CITY OF MAPLEWOOD, MISSOURI. 

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 12-23. Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Mayor Beck declared Resolution No. 12-23, approved. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 
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None. 

 

At approximately 8:15 p.m., Ms. Mitten moved, Mr. Casey seconded, a motion to 

hold a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to 

Subsections (1), (2), and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to 

discuss legal actions, causes of legal action or litigation involving a public 

governmental body, and any confidential or privileged communications between a 

public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys and leasing 

purchase or sale of real estate by a public governmental body where public 

knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration 

therefore, and documents related to a negotiated contract. AYES: Mr. Vilcek, Mr. 

Jones, Mr. Jacknewitz, Ms. Mitten, Mr. Casey, Ms. Williams, Mr. Notter, Ms. 

Greenwald and Mayor Beck. NAYS: None. Mayor Beck declared the Council 

would meet in closed session. 

 

At approximately 9:54 p.m., Council returned to the open session.  

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 9:55 p.m. 

Ms. Mitten moved, Mr. Jones seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

___________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

APPROVAL: 

 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


